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Objectives:  

1. To introduce students to the essentials of Political Science.  

2. To orient students to comprehend the series and fundamental concepts of Political Science.  

3. To enhance their skill to relate themselves to the day to day Political happenings. 

 4. To develop interest in larger understanding of the study of political science

 

Course Learning Outcomes: After completing the course, the learner will be able to: 

• Understand the dimensions of shared living through these political values and concepts.   

• Appreciate how these values and concepts enrich the discourses of political life; sharpen their 

analytical skills in the process.

 

Teaching Learning Process: The teaching-learning process for this course would involve class 

lectures, class discussion, class presentation, debates on contemporary issues and relevant cases. 

Teaching would also involve methods like power point and film screening.

 

Assessment Methods: Students will be assessed at different stages during the course learning 

process. After completing every unit, they will be asked to take part in group discussions on any 



one important event or issue relevant for that unit. They will also do one presentation and one 

assignment.  

 

I CHAPTER: INTRODUCTION TO POLITICAL SCIENCE (12hrs)  

Nature, Scope and Importance of Political Science 

Political Science as a Science & Art  

Relationship of Political Science with History, Economics, Sociology and Ethics 

Approaches to Political Science: Philosophical and Empirical.

 

II CHAPTER:  STATE (18hrs)  

Importance of State 

Nature and Elements of State 

Distinction between State & Society, State & Government and State & Nation 

Theories of the origin of State: 

Divine Origin Theory 

Social Contract Theory (Hobbes, Locke and Rousseau), Historical Theory or Evolutionary 

Theory 

State and Civil Society

 

III CHAPTER: SOVEREIGNTY (16hrs) 

Meaning and characteristics of Sovereignty 

Kinds of Sovereignty: Nominal & Real, Legal, Political, Popular, De-Jure & De-Facto 

Austin’s Theory of Sovereignty 



Pluralistic Theory of Sovereignty 

 

IV CHAPTER:  RIGHTS (14hrs)  

Rights: Meaning and Kinds of Rights (Moral &Legal) 

Theories: Natural, Legal, Historical and Social Welfare Human Rights: Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights 

 

V CHAPTER:  LAW JUSTICE LIBERTY AND EQUALITY (15hrs) 

Law: Meaning, Sources & Kinds of Law 

Justice: Meaning and kinds  

Theories of Justice: Aristotle, John Rawls & Amartya Sen 

Liberty: Meaning Positive and Negative & Kinds Equality: Meaning and Kinds 
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